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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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as was his custom since early days" (Daniel 6:10). Since childhood, Daniel had been training his flesh to carry out his spirit's will.


 In the case of Jesus, it is no doubt impossible for us to imagine what His needs were in the Garden of Gethsemane. Neither can we imagine the resources of both spirit and flesh that were available to Him in that hour of greatest need. But whatever those resources were, they were not suddenly built up in that hour. Every single day of His life, Jesus had been engaging in regular activities and disciplines that took care of and trained His flesh to be the ally of His spirit.           There was more than a coincidental connection between Jesus' daily lifestyle and the fact that His flesh was strong enough in a crisis to implement the intentions of His spirit.





"The general human failing is to want what is right and important,�but at the same time not to commit to the kind of life that will produce the action we know to be right and the condition we want to enjoy. This is the feature of human character that explains why the road to hell is paved with good intentions. We intend what is right, but we avoid the life that would make it a reality".


(Dallas Willard)





(Word Point, Gary Henry)





			JP





     It is hard to imagine an entire nation or school system being  "like Christ" although that would be a wonderful goal toward which to aspire.  An individual who wishes to please God, on the other hand, must try to be "like Christ" or "of Christ" to the best of his ability.  We must search the word of God for our instruction.  Just how does the Bible describe a Christian?


In Pursuit


     When we pursue something, we are following after it with great diligence and a conscious effort.  We hear of Games such as Trivial Pursuit and hear phrases such as "…the pursuit of happiness."  These efforts may have their place, but a Christian--first and foremost--must be a diligent follower of Christ.  "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me."  (Matthew 16:24).  Peter also reminded us that Christ gave us an example to follow, even if it means suffering (1 Peter 2:21).


In Knowledge


     A Christian is to be a disciple of Christ and His teaching.  Christ gave instruction to the apostles while he was here on earth and they were also men inspired of God to teach Christ and His death and resurrection.  Christians mentioned in the Bible were those who worshipped God and continued steadfastly in those things they were taught by these men of God; today we who would be this same kind of disciple must by logical conclusion follow the same system of knowledge, that of the word of God (Acts 2:42; 11:26).  Peter, in inspired writing, instructs us that we are to grow in the 


knowledge of Christ Jesus  (2 Peter 3:18).


In Character


     Some "religious" organizations would list specific men and women as "saints" because of deeds done during their life.  We even hear





as we grow, we help others with their needs and try to teach others the way of truth.  In our service as Christians it is our job to spread the word of God, the "good news" of Jesus our Saviour.  The command that Jesus gave to His disciples before he ascended into heaven of necessity applies to us as well, "…make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I command you …"


(Matthew 28:19, 20).  We are to be like sowers going forth to sow good seed (Matthew 13:3,24).


In Warfare


     Christians will face resistance as they try to live and work for he Lord and spread the Gospel.  Satan is constantly trying to cause people to be lost all the while Christians are trying to help people to be saved.  He is constantly trying to cause those who are already Christians to be lost, too.  Christians must learn to be good soldiers as part of their work for God.  We cannot get caught up in the affairs of this world and be good soldiers (2 Timothy 2:3,4).  We also must put on the proper armour to protect ourselves and wield the proper weapon and know how to use it (Ephesians 6:10-17).  Soldiers must not only be good fighters and protectors, but good "watchers."  In this same passage in Ephesians, Paul says, "…watching thereunto in all perseverance….  Peter emphasizes the need to be diligent and alert, "Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil , as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour."  (1 Peter 5:8).


     My friend, these things are what being a Christian al all about.


______________________________





Bearing someone's burden calls for more than strength; it calls for humility. You have to bend down before you can lift up.





(That’s Life)





A Christian? -- What's That?


By S. Scott Richardson, Sr.





The word "Christian" is often over used and misused.  We hear this word used to describe nations and schools, among other things, which may or may not really be "Christian."  The word "Christian" is not some run-of-the-mill adjective used to describe a general behavior or belief, but is a very specific word, which means "Like Christ" or "Belonging to Christ."








people today use such phrases as, "Oh, she's a saint!" to describe someone's good moral character.  Christians are saints; Paul--indeed, nearly all of the writers of the New Testament--addressed Christians as saints (i.e., 1 Corinthians 1:1-2).  Christians are to be saints, but not "saints" as a religious title or in name only, but in their character and influence.  Christians are to shine as lights in the world (Matthew 5:14-16).  Christians are also called "leaven" (Matthew 13:33) and "salt of the earth" (Matthew 5:13).  These scriptures also show the importance of the Christian's character in the world around him.  True Christians are even supposed to be examples to those that believe; "…but be thou an ensample to them that believe, in word, in manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity." (1 Timothy 4:12b).


In Spiritual Life


     When one becomes a Christian by having his sins washed away by the blood of Christ in baptism, he becomes a "new creature" in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17; Romans 6:4-6).  This does not mean that we are sinless and can sin no more (Hebrews 10:26-31), but that our past sins are forgiven and remembered no longer.  This means that in our spiritual life, we 


must continue to grow, or try not to sin, and be repentant when we make mistakes.  We daily must add virtue, knowledge,


self-control, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love to our spiritual life as Peter instructs us in 2 Peter 1:5-11.  Followers of Christ are described as branches in the vine.  If we cease to grow and to bear spiritual fruit, we will be cut off from Christ and cast away for punishment (John 15:1-6).  It is very important for a Christian to continue to grow in his spiritual life to be pleasing to God.


In Labor


     Being a Christian is not something that just happens--it takes work.  It is not a one-time event--it is a continual process in which,








When the Flesh Is Weak


Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.�The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.


(Matthew 26:41}





During the difficult hours of Gethsemane, Jesus not only had a spirit willing to do the right thing, but He had, by virtue of lifelong exercise, a flesh that supported and carried out the dictates of His spirit. In contrast, the disciples' spirit was willing, but their flesh was too weak to put into action the things their spirit wanted to do. And so it often is in our own experience. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.


The weakness of the flesh is a problem, it's true. But it's also true that there are some things we can do to diminish this problem. We struggle with the flesh's weakness, but we're not the victims of a problem we can do nothing about. If it's weak, the flesh can be strengthened. It can be disciplined. It can be trained.


The example of Daniel is helpful here. In the "lion's den" episode, he demonstrated a remarkably strong will. Faced with a royal edict that ordered the death of anyone who prayed to God, Daniel simply went home and . . . prayed to God. But this was not a man who suddenly steeled his will to do the right thing. He was an old man who "knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God,
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine  Also Bro. Rex Veteto, who last week had a


procedure to correct a liver problem.


Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's


mother; Courtney Smith and her health 


problems.  I want to call special attention 


to Bro. Rick Hulsey and his battle with   


cancer . Also remember his mother.


Sis. Jamie Jackson's father remains in


the Hospice facility in Norcross. 


The many who are traveling


_______________________________


The "conflicts" class today at 3:45 PM


_______________________________


Ladies Bible class will be


Monday evening at 7:30 PM


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ken Gay


Song Leader---Ross Statham


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Joe Phillips


   Asst. 2-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 3-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 4-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 5-----Michael Burke


2nd Prayer----Brad Bowman


Read Scripture---Grant Hicks


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Jack Green


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Jason Gaston


Song Leader-------Zachary Huff


2nd Prayer------Ross Statham


Read Scripture ---Garrett Douthitt


Sermon----Steve Huff


Lord's Supper----Cecil Douthitt


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Steve Tramell


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joey Jackson


Invitation---Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Rex Veteto





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














